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Analysis: Islamist Inspired Violent Extremism in the United States
Assault at UNC Chapel Hill Continues Trend of Violent Acts Associated With Islamist |deology

Summary:

Mohammed Re: Taher-aza The Pit at UNC Chapel H

Ali R. Warrayat — Home Depot, Chandler, AZ

* On December 18, 2005, Ali R. Warrayat drove histbesugh the front doors of the Chandler Home
Depot, barely missing an employee

» Warrayat stopped the car in the paint departmeshiasiempted to set fire to it

» Warrayat had placed a Palestinian flag and a cofgyecQuran in the trunk of the car

* Warrayat told police he was angry with Home Depdtere he worked as a paint stocker, about not
getting a sufficient raise. He also said he waseetjby proposals to build a 700-mile fence along
the Mexican border. Warrayat claimed he wanteda@armmerica, “more free”

* Warrayat, 24, had formerly studied computer scieto&rizona State University

» Originally from Jordan, Warrayat became a U.Szeitiafter living here for several years

» Co-workers described Warrayat as “gentleman-likel aespectable with everyone.” He was a
“hard worker” and alluded to his religion frequentl

* Images on Warrayat's computer depicted men lightlladptov cocktails and a cartoon of two
bloodied children with a Palestinian flag in thekground




The Center for

A Pattern of Violent Extremism:

Policing Terrorism
wWww.cpt-mi.org

* Taheri-azar's UNC attack was part of a larger patté violent extremism in America
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Joel Henry Hinrichs Ill — University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK

Distinquishing Violent Extremism From Homegrown Temrorism

May have
had
assistance

Unclear

* Violent extremists can be distinguished from horoegr terrorists, who tend to act in groups and
conduct more coordinated attacks
* Whereas violent extremists are often motivatediged measure by personal dissatisfaction and tend
to work independently, homegrown terrorists areerfoequently motivated by closely held
doctrinal beliefs and usually work together in drgabups or cells
* Examples of homegrown terrorists include the Londiglly ‘05 bombers, the Lodi, CA father and
his son who trained at an Al-Qaeda camp in Pakiddamid and Umer Hayat), and the Torrance,
CA Islamic prison gang headed by Levar Haley Wagtoim
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* Violent extremism examples include Hesham Mohamadayat, who sprayed the EI Al ticket
counter at LAX with automatic gunfire, and the Bely sniper attacks from October 2002

* Violent extremists have generally not been expasadtentional doctrinal radicalization like
homegrown terrorists are, but tend to be radicdltheough personal interpretation of news events

* While violent extremists may invoke Islamist paldl or social objectives, they need not be
particularly devout — or even necessarily open edisvo Islam

» Exposure to or advocating of virulent Islamist dr&t or expression is closely associated with both
violent extremism and homegrown terrorism

* Violent extremists may be less organized than teht@megrown terrorists, but they still have the
capacity to cause tremendous damage; for examglah@ma Memorial Stadium was filled with a
capacity crowd of 84,000 at the time Joel Henryridhs blew himself up

» For more on homegrown terrorism and the Levar H&¥&ghington prison gang in particular, see
CPT’s Bulletin, “Militant Islam in U.S. Prison Sysh” located on our website

Joel Henry Hinrichs | Capacity Crowd at Oklahoma Memorial Stad

Implications for Law Enforcement

Christian Westra worked on this case study for CPT
For more information please contact Tim Connor$24P) 599-7000 or via e-mail:
tconnors@manhattar-institute.org, or visit our website awww.cpt-mi.org.




