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Lord Macaulay said in 1828, “The gallery
in Parliament in which the reporters sit has
become the fourth estate of the realm.” Like-
wise, New Yorkers tend to think of the city’s
press as an integral, albeit unofficial, com-
ponent of the local political system. Expected
to be vigilant against governmental malfea-
sance and corruption, reporters and editors
take seriously their implicit role as critics
of municipal politics and guardians of the
public interest.

But under the scrutiny of New York s jour-
nalistic establishment, city politicians have
engaged in precisely the sort of abuses of
power and illegal activity which it has been
the press’s traditional duty to prevent or
expose, With several notable exceptions,
the press was too long unresponsive to the
growing scandals. Why?

The Manhattan Institute convened a panel
of eight distinguished political journalists to
discuss city government and how the press
fits—or should fit—into it. Chaired by
Harvard University sociologist Nathan
Glazer, the session developed into a search-
ing critique of the relations among reporters,
editors, and politicians in New York City.
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Participants

Nathan Glazer (chairman) is Professor of Education
and Sociology at Harvard University. His books
include Affirmarive Discrimination, Ethnic
Dilemmas, and, with Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
Bevond the Melting Por.

Ken Auletta is a columnist for the New York Daily
News and writes for The New Yorker. His books
include The Underclass, The Streers Were Paved With
Gold, and Hard Feelings: Reporting on Pols, the
Press, People, and the Ciry,

Fred Dicker is Albany Bureau Chief of the New York
Post, He s a two-time winner { 1982, 1987) of the
Walter T. Brown Award for Distinguished Reporting,
given by the alumni of the New York Siate Legislative
Correspondents Association,

Josh Friedman is a writer for New ¥k Newsday, He
has recerved numerous journalism awards, including
Pulitzer Prizes in 1980 and 1985,

Robert Laird serves on the Editorial Board of the
New York Daily News. He was press secretary to
Mayor John Lindsay and Governor Hugh Carey.

Jack Newfield is Senior Editor of the Village Wiice.

Michael Oreskes is a political correspondent for The
New York Times. Previously, he was City Hall bureau
chief of the New York Daily News and Albany bureau
chief of the Times. He is now chief correspondem
covering the municipal corruption scandals.

Nicholas Pileggi is a contributing editor of New York
magazine and author of several books, including
Wisegiuy: Coming of Age in the Mob, In 1986, he won
the Peter Kihss Award for Excellence in Reporting on
New York City Government, awarded by the Fund for
the City of New York.

Roger Starr serves on the Editorial Board of The New
York Times. A former New York City Housing Com-
missioner, he is the author of Howsing and the Money
Market, America’s Housing Challenge, and The Rise
aned Fall of New York Cirv.
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Nathan Glazer, Harvard University—The London
Economist recently ran an article entitled **Pall Over
New York™ which said, “Municipal corruption has
always been endemic in New York.” I'm wondering if
they re right. Are our present troubles any worse than
corruption in the past?

Jack Newfield, Village Voice—The curremt scandals
are bigger than any other in the twentieth century in
MNew York City. It's not just the city— inany jurisdiction
dominated by one political party, there will be prob-
lems. Nassau County, long dominated by Joseph
Margiotta and the Republicans, is similar to New York
City where the Democrats have no serious competition
in most elections. These investigations are bigger than
the televised hearings by Senator Estes Kefauver which
drove Mayor William O'Dwyer into exile. This is also
much broader than the corruption of Jimmy Walker,

Three of the five New York City Democratic county
leaders have been involved in scandals: Meade
Esposito has been indicted; Stanley Friedman has been
convicted: and Donald Manes committed suicide
before he could be indicted. You also have city com-
missioners in a number of agencies involved. The
county leaders have turned government agencies into
“racketeering enterprises.”






