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New Report! 
Energy and the Environment:  Myths and Facts Second Edition  

 
Washington, DC:  Establishing a sound energy policy that continues to fuel economic growth and protect the environment 
is a priority for Congress and the White House.  But are elected officials basing their policy prescriptions on scientific 
facts? 
 
Today, the Manhattan Institute released the second edition of its report, “Energy and the Environment: Myths and 
Facts” by Drew Thornley, revealing how well informed Americans are about basic energy truths.  Building on similar 
research from 2006/2007, the Manhattan Institute, along with Zogby International, polled 1,000 Americans in January 
2009 on matters such as the sources of U.S. energy supply, the extent of the oil supply, the rate of global warming, the 
safety of nuclear power, and the promise of renewable energy sources.  
 
The report finds that the knowledge many Americans have about a wide range of energy and environmental issues 
remain, in key ways, inaccurate.   
 
Did you know these facts. . .?  
 

• That Canada is the United States’ top foreign suppl ier of oil, not Saudi Arabia  
Only 13% correctly identified Canada, 49% chose Saudi Arabia.  The U.S. is not in a position to import oil solely from our 
friends and allies, especially if we don’t extract available domestic-oil resources. To reduce our reliance on imported oil from all 
sources, we have to accelerate domestic-oil extraction, increase our use of electric vehicles and vehicles powered by 
nonpetroleum-based liquid fuels, and/or decrease our level of consumption. 
 

• The U.S. cannot meet future energy demand through c onservation and efficiency 
More than 67% believe we can, but energy demand actually increases alongside efficiency gains.  And because energy use is 
not static, conservation leads only marginal reductions in demand.   
 

• There have never been any deaths related to the pro duction of nuclear power in the United States  
Just 37% correctly answered that no one has ever died from the actual generation of nuclear power in the U.S.   

 

• Human activity, such as the burning of fossil fuels , is not the greatest source of greenhouse gases 
63% believe that human activity is the greatest source of greenhouse gases, but the burning of fossil fuels is responsible for 
just 3.27% of carbon dioxide that enters the atmosphere each year, while the biosphere and oceans account for 55.28% and 
41.46%, respectively. 
 

• The air quality in the United States has improved s ince 1970 
Less than 28% correctly believe that U.S. air quality has improved since 1970. According to the EPA, the six most common air 
pollutants decreased by more than 50%; air toxins from large industrial sources have fallen nearly 70%; new cars’ emissions 
are more than 90% cleaner; and production of most ozone-depleting chemicals has ceased.  These reductions occurred 
despite the fact that gross domestic product tripled, energy consumption increased 50%, and motor vehicle use increased 
almost 200% during the same period. 

 

In “Energy and the Environment: Myths & Facts,” Thornley concludes that policymakers should focus on energy policies 
based on facts that meet our needs today without creating liabilities for us tomorrow. Scientific, technological, and 
economic realities, rather than myths, must guide energy-policy decisions. Separating myths from realities is essential if 
Americans are to continue to depend on reliable and affordable sources of energy.  
 
The entire report is available at www.manhattan-ins titute.org/energymyths/. To speak with the author, Drew 
Thornley, contact Clarice Smith at 646-839-3318 or csmith@manhattan-institute.org. 
 

The Manhattan Institute, a 501(c)(3), is a think tank whose mission is to develop and disseminate 
new ideas that foster greater economic choice and individual responsibility. 
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