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Recent cuthacks in social programs have touched off a sharp and far-reaching reappraisal of the modern
welfare state. Critics accuse the current Administration and those who agree with its tax and budget
initiatives of abandoning America’s commitment to equality and social justice. But many others point to

the failures of previous palicies and challenge the idea that a just saciety can be achieved through in-
come redistribution programs.

The Manhattan Institute invited several policy analysts to grapple with these issues at a Forum on
“Social Justice and the Federal Budget.” The participants were Charles Murray, Senior Research Fellow
at the Heritage Foundation and the author of Safety Nets and the Truly Needy: Nathan Glazer, Professor
of Education and Scciology at Harvard University, co-editor of The Public interest, and the author of Af-
firmative Discrimination; Michael | Horowitz, Counsel to the Director, Office of Management and
Budget; Leslie Lenkowsky, the Research Director of a private foundation; and George Gilder, the Pro-
gram Director of the Manhattan Institute. Ken Auletta, New York Daily News columnist and the author
of The Underclass, chaired the panel.

In conjunction with this Forum the Manhaitan Institute also arranged a provocative debate be-
tween Michael Meyers, Assistant Director of the NAACE and Michael Levin, Philosophy Professor at City
University of New York, on “justice vs. Social Justice.” The edited transcript of this debate and of the
Forum capture many crosscurrents of current social thought.







